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“Algae blooms and landscape conservation challenges in Southwest Florida“ 



Objectives

• Establish a protected, connected network of conservation lands 
adequate to support and sustain healthy native populations of 
Florida’s wildlife. (represented by the Florida Wildlife Corridor map – FEGN P1 and P2)

• Public, private and working lands

• Foster land acquisition, conservation easements, and restoration of 
lost connectivity

• Storytelling, advocacy, community engagement (public, planners, decision 
makers)



9.8 million acres 
protected

6.9 million acres 
unprotected

16.7 million acres

75 State Parks

43 Major Springs

37 State Forests

111 Bottlenecks







Current efforts

• Update FEGN data set

• Formal designation of the corridor – opportunity area, signage

• Increase funding for acquisitions (fee-simple and CE’s)

2010 Baseline 2070 Trend 2016 FL Wildlife Corridor 2070 Alternate



Green represents the Florida Wildlife Corridor (2016 FEGN)

Blue represents FEGN Priority 3 habitat (2016 FEGN)

Yellow represents FEGN Priority 4 & 5 habitat (2016 FEGN)



Update of FEGN

• Consider panther expansion area

• Additional data

• Improved modelling tools

• Analyze improved permeability





Where do we put new crossings?
How should they be designed?



https://fdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/

https://fdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/


Panther Collision Hotspots - FDOT 











I-4 Wildlife Crossing Proposal







Crossing Design

Examples of study findings related to wildlife 
crossing design*.

• Cougars preference for underpasses

• Overpasses: lower mammal use when > 66’ wide

• Overpasses 164-192’ width appear adequate

• Recommend minimizing human use

• Vegetation type and density species dependent

*file:///C:/Users/Flori/Documents/Corridor%20Science/Road%20crossing%20science/FDOT_crossing%20structure%20design%20guidelines%209-9-09.pdf



Where do we put new crossings?
How should they be designed?



THANK YOU!

for more information visit: 

http://floridawildlifecorridor.org/

to support FLWC:

http://floridawildlifecorridor.org/support/
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